Endolymphatic infusion: human surgical investigation and application.
The ability to influence changes within the lymphatic system, and to exert a therapeutic influence on the composition and quality of the lymph, may have a substantial impact on the therapeutic outcome in disease interventions. This report concerns our experience with endolymphatic infusion (ELI) of drugs, an approach that we have utilized in a surgical context to destroy bacteria within lymphatic vessels and lymph nodes. Experimentally, we have demonstrated that a variety of antibiotics will temporarily decrease the contractile activity of the lymphatic vessels and reduce the volume of lymph flow. Based on our initial observations, we have applied endolymphatic infusion to clinical care. ELI was evaluated in the treatment of 330 patients, utilizing protocols to alter the characteristics of lymph flow.